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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 
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December  1,  1977,  their  membership  will  become  effective  that  date. 
(MT  = Will  Trade  by  Mail) 

1355-MT  A.  Chris  Gould,  3515  Oak  Forest,  Houston,  Texas  77018 
(German  Currency  & Notgeld) 

1356  Richard  I.  Kurlish,  P.  0.  Box  61,  Mount  Holly,  N.  J.  08060 

1357-MF  James  J.  Davies 

(Franklin  Mint  Issues) 

Reinstatements : The  following  members  have  complied  with  the  By-Laws 

and  are  hereby  reinstated  to  full  membership: 

1231  Michael  Dennis  Prickett,  P.  0.  Box  4908,  Mississippi  St., 
Miss.  39762 

0897  W.  A.  Selfridge,  P.  0.  Box  74,  Butler,  N.  J.  07405 

***** 
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Muchmore,  Charles 
Panish,  Charles  K. 
Snell,  Lester  D. 
Thannisch,  G.  D. 
Thannisch,  G.  D. 

$5.00  Cash 
54  coins  (NVS) 

185  coins  (NVS) 
$5.00  Cash 
$2.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
40  coins  ($129.75) 
5 notes  ($3.00) 

General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Library 

General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 

***** 

NOTES  OF  INTEREST  DISCONTINUED  EFFECTIVE  THIS  ISSUE 


Due  to  the  lack  of  support  by  the  membership,  the  companion  public- 
ation, NOTES  OF  INTEREST , has  been  discontinued.  The  purpose  of  this 
publication  in  the  past  was  to  fill  the  need  of  any  commercial  en- 
deavors of  the  organization,  such  as  sale  of  books,  announcements  of 
mail  bid  sales,  etc,  plus  advertising  by  members.  The  advertising 
support  was  especially  dissappointing . 

Single  inserts  will  be  used  in  the  future  to  announce  commercial  items 
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mentioned  above  and  the  announcement  of  the  monthly  NI  Educational 
Forums  held  in  Dallas  will  be  moved  to  the  Member  Notice  Page  for 
the  benefit  of  those  able  to  attend  these  Dallas  meetings. 

***** 


L I BRARIANjS_  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  noted  below  to  members  who  have  kindly  donated 
material  to  the  MI  LIBRARY.  As  asterisk  (*)  indicates  those  books 
which  have  not  been  previously  listed  or  are  newx  additions: 

Peter  Kraneveld 

*VAN  DER  WIEL,  A.  Beknopt  Overzioht  van  de  Geschiedenis  van  de 
Nederlandse  Munten  en  het  Nederlandse  Muntwezen.  (Concise 
Survey  of  the  history  of  the  Dutch  coins  and  the  Dutch  minting.) 
Pub.  1972,  llpp,  not  illus. 

Samuel  Lachman 


*LACHMAN , SAMUEL.  The  Initial  Letters  on  Ottoman  Coins  of  the 
Eighteenth  Century.  Reprinted  from  the  American  Numismatic 
Society's  MUSEUM  NOTES  #19  into  a single  booklet.  Pub.  1974, 
25pp,  illus. 

Randolph  Zander 

*JiE  LdO^YAP,  bAPOH  CTAHHCJ1AB  (DE  CHAUDOIR,  BARON  S.)  0uO3eHHe 
pyccHX  aeHer  h HHOcxpaHHbix  MOHet,  ynoTpeQjiHBiiiHXCH 
b Pocchh  c apeBHax  BpeMeH . (An  Over-view  of  Russian  coins 
and  of  foreign  coins  which  have  been  used  in  Russia  from  Ancient 
times  on.)  Pub.  1838/41  in  two  volumes.  Vol.  1,  340  pp,  not 
illus.  (Russian  text).  Vol.  2,  58pp  & plates.  Bound  xerox 
copies . 

II.  In  the  September  librarian's  report  there  was  listed  a book  pub- 
lished in  Finnish  by  the  "South-North  Land  Numismatic  Society".  This 
is  a literal  translation  of  the  Finnish  words  "ETELA-POHJANMAAN" . 

NI  member  Kristian  Stockmann  has  kindly  clarified  that  Etela-Pohjanmaan 
is  a province  in  Finland  and  the  society  mentioned  is  a society  of 
that  province.  Please  correct  the  author  to  read:  ETELA-POHJANMAAN 

Numismatic  Society. 

III.  Our  thanks  to  NI  member  Richard  K.  Bright  for  having  donated 
to  the  library  the  Collectors  Edition  set  of  the  1977  ANA  Auction 
Catalog. 

IV.  Our  thanks  also  to  NI  member  Dean  M.  Ryder  who  in  reply  to  our 
request  for  copies  of  SEABY  COIN  & MEDAL  BULLETIN , has  donated  a 
year's  subscription  to  this  publication.  Your  librarian  had  not 
thought  of  this  approach  but  it  is  a fine  idea  and  we  hope  that  others 
will  follow  suit  with  other  magazines  or  numismatic  newspapers  for 
the  NI  Library.  At  the  least,  if  you  get  them  and  don't  keep  them, 
please  send  them  on. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

NI  LIBRARIAN 
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THE  CHANGES  OP  THE 


OTTOMAN  SILVER  COINAGE 
IN  THE  REIGN  OF  SULTAN 
MUSTAFA  II  (1106-1115  H) 

by  Samuel  Laohman,  Haifa,  Israel,  HI  # 898 


Until  the  reign  of  Sultan  Suleyman  II  (1099-1102H/1687-1691AD) , the 
Ottoman  mints  did  not  strike  large  silver  coins.  The  silver  coins 
coinsisted  of  akces  and  paras,  coins  weighing  less  than  1 g.  The 
mints  in  the  provinces  of  Damascus,  Aleppo,  Baghdad  and  some  others 
in  the  border  districts  with  Iran  minted  silver  coins  of  about  dir- 
hem weight  (1  dirhem  = 3.207  g,  this  is  the  weight  dirham,  the  dir- 
hem coins  had  in  Umayyad  times  a weight  of  2.975  g).-*-  European 
large  silver  coins  filled  the  void.  The  most  important  of  these  were 
in  earlier  times  the  Spanish  pieces  of  eight,  and  later  the  Dutch  Lion 
Daalder.  The  Turkish  names  of  such  pieces  are  as  follows 


Riyal,  or  Riyal  kurug 
Esedi  kurug 
Kara  kuru§ 

Solya  kurug 
Polya  kurug 


Spanish  Peso  de  a ocho 

Dutch  Lion  Daalder 

German  Imperial  Taler 

French  Ecu  au  Soleil  of  Louis  XIV 

South  Italian  Scudo  (from  the  name 
Apulia) 


The  Riyal  kurug  and  the  Kara  kurug  had  usually  the  same  value.  The 
Dutch  28  stuiver  pieces  are  supposed  to  have  been  called  zolta.  For 
a discussion  of  the  whole  situation,  see  the  description  by  F.  W. 
Hasluck^ . 


In  the  reign  of  Suleyman  II,  larger  silver  coins  were  struck,  i.e.: 


Kurus 

Zolta 

Yarim  kurug 
Yarim  zolta 


39mm,  19.38  g.^  (Fig.  1) 
33mm,  14.45  g.  (3/4  kurug)^ 
30mm,  9.40  g.  (1/2  kurug)^ 
27mm,  6.25  g.  (1/2  zolta)^ 


The  exact  date  of  issue  of  these  coins  is  so  far  not  known.  No  of- 
ficial document  relating  to  them  was  published. 
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Fig.  1 


The  relation  40  paras  = 1 kurug,  and  3 akges  = 1 para  was  only  intro- 
duced in  the  reign  of  Ahmad  III  (1115-1143  H/1703-1730  AD).  It  should  be 
noted  that  only  very  few  akges  and  paras  of  Suleyman  II,  Ahmad  II 
(1102-1106  H/1691-1695  AD)  and  Mustafa  II  are  recorded  in  the  cata- 
logues of  the  various  collections. 


The  weight  of  the  kurug  of  Suleyman  II  was  fixed  at  6 dirhems  = 

19.242  g,  with  the  weights  of  the  other  coins  being  in  the  respective 
relation.  The  fineness  of  the  silver  was  833/1000.®  It  is  pointed 
out  that  this  weight  is  similar  to  that  of  the  Dutch  28  stuiver 
9 

pieces . ? 


From  the  reign  of  Ahmad  II  only  the  kuru§  and  the  yarim  kurug  have 
so  far  been  published. 10  The  yarim  kurug  is  shown  in  Fig.  2 below. 


t 


Fig.  2 


The  obverse  of  all  large  coins  mentioned  in  this  study  have  the 
inscription: 


I u I*  Lfc  ^ 

(j-t  1 ,j  lUU  I 

u IkJLJI 


In  Turkish:  Sultan-ul-berreyni  ve  Hakan-iil-bahreyni  Es-sultan-ibn-is 

Sultan. 11 
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Translation. 


Sultan  of  the  Two  Continents, 
Sultan  the  son  of  the  Sultan^ 


Khaqan  of  the  Two  Seas, 


The  two  continents  are  Europe  and  Asia,  and  the  two  seas  the  Medi- 
terranean and  the  Black  Sea.  ^ This  formula  came  into  being  at  the 
time  of  Mehmed  II  the  Conqueror  (of  Constantinople)  (855-886  H/1451- 
1481  AD). 

The  reverse  of  the  kuru§  and  the  yarim  kuru§  of  Suleyman  II  show  the 
inscription : 


ulkUl 

u ' Cf-1. 


>•15 


Turkish:  Essultan  Suleyman  bin  Ibrahim  han  dame  mulkiihu  duribe  fi 

Kostantir.iye  1099. 

Translation:  The  Sultan  Suleyman  the  son  of  Ibrahim  Han  May  his 

kingdom  endure.  Struck  at  Constantinople  1099. 

The  zolta  and  yarim  zolta  have  "Sultan  Suleyman"  in  the  first  line 
instead  of  "The  Sultan  Suleyman". 

Ahmad  II' s coins  show  on  the  reverse: 


I ILU  I 

U U j I ^ 
"T  S°  b 

> > • \ A.A  . b 


Turkish:  Essultan  Ahmed  bin  Ibrahim  han  dame  mulkiihu  duribe  fi 

Kostantiniye  1102. 

Translation:  The  Sultan  Ahmad  the  son  of  Ibrahim  Han  May  his  kingdom 

endure.  Struck  at  Constantinople  1102. 

All  the  foregoing  coins  have  practically  very  few  ornamentations  in 
the  field.  The  script  isof  nearly  uniform  thickness.  These  are  the 
larger  coins  struck  before  the  accession  of  Sultan  Mustafa  II  (23 
Jumada  al-ukhra  1106  = 8 February  1695.-^  The  first  coins  struck 
in  the  new  reign  are  similar. 

In  1108  H/1697  AD  with  a view  of  suppressing  the  use  of  foreign  silver 
coins  (gold  coins  also,  but  they  are  not  considered  here),  it  was 
decreed  that  the  public  should  bring  the  foreign  coins  to  the  mint  in 
order  to  be  re-struck  as  Ottoman  coins. 15  The  28  stuiver  pieces 
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and  similar  coins  were  overstruck  with  the  inscription  of  the  exist- 
ing Ottoman  kurus.  The  heavier  coins  like  the  Lion  Daalders  and  the 
like  were  overstruck  on  the  obverse  with  the  same  inscription,  like 
all  other  coins.  However,  the  reverse  shows  at  top  the  tughra  of 
the  sultan,  and  below  the  inscription: 


Turkish:  Dame  mulkuhii  duribe  fi  Kostantiniye  1106. 

Translation:  May  his  kingdom  endure  struck  at  Constantinople  1106. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  overstriking  of  the  coins,  new  mints  were 
opened  at  Edirne  (Adrianople) , Izmir  (Smyrna)  and  Erzerum. 

In  some  cases  of  overstruck  coins,  the  original  coins  can  be  identi- 
fied. The  following  have  come  to  the  attention  of  the  writer: 16 

a)  Kuru§  on  Dutch  Lion  Daalder,  41.5mm,  27.20  g.^ 

b)  Zolta  on  florin  of  28  stuivers  of  Mathias  I (could  be  from 
Zwolle).  39mm,  19.83  g.33 

c)  Kuru§  on  Dutch  Lion  Daalder  from  either  Gelderland,  Zeeland  or 

Westf riesland . 41mm,  25.70  g.19 

d)  Zolta  on  florin  of  28  stuivers  from  Emden  of  Ferdinand  II. 

19.37  g.20 

It  seems  that  the  actual  striking  of  the  kuru§  started  only  in  the 
reign  of  Ahmad  III  (1115-1143  H/1703-1730  AD).  No  other  than  over- 
struck kuru§  coins  have  so  far  been  reported  from  the  reign  of 
Mustafa  II. 

In  this  reign  initial  letters  started  to  appear  in  various  positions 
on  the  coins.  The  kuru§  from  Izmir  exists  without  initial  letter, 
probably  struck  in  1108  H (see  below) . On  the  other  hand,  the  gold 
coin  called  "cedid  e§refi  altin"  with  the  mint  name  "Orduyu  Kiimavun", 
a war  issue,  struck  in  1109  H bears  an  initial  letter. 21  it  appears 
therefore,  that  the  letters  were  introduced  in  1108  or  1109  H (1697- 
98  AD).  An  extensive  study  of  these  initial  letters  was  published  by 
the  writer. 22  As  far  as  the  coins  of  Mustafa  II  are  concerned,  such 
letters  occur  on  the  obverse  only,  in  the  positions  shown  in  the  sketch 


^3  i — . jjO  &S— L«  j. 


\w 


(A,  B,  C and  D) 23. 


B 
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The  following  initial  letters  were  observed  on  these  coins: 


5 7 9 13 

l * c A#  V* 

17  S4  35"  39 


r 

IS 


The  serial  numbers  given  are  those  used  in  the  writer's  study 
mentioned  above.  The  coins  with  initial  letters  show  thicker 
lettering  and  more  ornaments  in  the  field.  Only  a few  coins  without 
initials  and  the  same  lettering  are  known. 

The  reverse  of  the  coins  of  Mustafa  II,  with  the  exception  of  the 
overstruck  coins  with  the  tughra,  shows  the  following  inscriptions: 


U U- 


\w 


&SLL 


• L- 


b 


Turkish:  Essultan  Mustafa  bin  Mehmed  han  dame  mulkiihu  duribe  fi 

Kostantiniye  1106. 


Translation:  The  Sultan  Mustafa  the  son  of  Mehmed  Han  May  his 

kingdom  endure.  Struck  in  Constantinople  1106. 

The  Edirne  inscription  ends: 


Edirne 

year 

1106 

Erzerum  reads: 


Edirne 


I 


sene 

1106 

and  Izmir: 


n*i 
\ w 


There  occur  two  forms  of  the  Arabic  letter  "kaf"  in  the  word 
"mulkiihu"  on  the  reverse  o f the  coins: 

& 

I.  Type  IT. 
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The  following  list  shows  all  the  observed  varities.  The  abbreviations 
for  the  references  are: 

ART  Ibrahim  and  Cevriye  Artuk.  Istanbul  Arkeoloji  I4uzeleri. 

Teqhirdeki  Islam I Sikkeler  Katalogu.  Vol.  II.  Istanbul  1974. 

DAV  John  S.  Davenport.  The  Dollars  of  Asia,  Africa  and  Oceania. 
Galesburg,  Illinois.  1969. 

LAC  The  writer's  collection. 

Pere  Nuri  Pere.  Osmanlilarda  Madeni  Paralar.  Istanbul  1968. 

SASS  Collection  Benjamin  Sass,  Jerusalem. 


First  style:  Uniform  letters.  "Mvilkuhii"  type  I.  Mo  initial  letters. 


Mint : 

Kostantiniye . 

Kurug 

38 . 5mm, 

19.60 

g- 

LAC 

(Fig.  3). 

Yarim  Kurug 

29 . 5mm, 

8.85 

g- 

LAC 

27 . 5mm, 

10.09 

g- 

LAC 

(Fig.  4). 

Mint : 

Izmir . 

Kurug 

36mm, 

19.20 

g- 

LAC 

(Fig.  5). 

Fig.  5 
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"Mulkuhii  type  II.  No  initial 


Second  style:  Thicker  lettering, 

letters . 


Mint : 

Edirne. 

Kurug 

39mm, 

19.15 

g- 

ART 

1728. 

Yarim 

Kurug 

29mm, 

9.62 

g- 

Pere 

491. 

Mint : 

Er zerum. 

Kurug 

39mm, 

19.10 

g- 

ART 

1730. 

Yarim 

Kurug 

28mm, 

9.65 

g- 

ART 

1731. 

Third  style:  Thicker  lettering.  Miilkiihu  type  II.  With  initial 

letter . 


Mint 


Denomi-  Initial  Size 

nation  Position  Letters  in  mm.  g. 


Reference 


Kostantiniye  Kurug  B 

" " A,  B 

If  If 


39  SASS 

13,  5 41.4  19.72  LAC 

? 13*,  7 39.6  19.38  LAC  (Fig.  6) 


Fig.  6 


II 

II 

II 


It 


13, 

17 

40.0 

18.87 

LAC 

13, 

5,  5 

39.0 

18.62 

Pere  492 

13, 

17,  5 

39.2 

19.61 

LAC  (Fig.  7) 

D 9 SASS 


Fig.  7 
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Mint 

Denomi- 

nation 

Position 

Initial 

Letters 

Size 
in  mm. 

8- 

Reference 

Kostantiniye 

Yarim 

Kuru§ 

A,  B 

13,  5 

27.5 

9.86 

LAC  (Fig. 

8) 

IT 

II 

A,  C 

13,  5 

28.0 

9.43 

Pere  493 

1! 

II 

15,  5 

27.3 

9.98 

LAC 

II 

II 

D 

9 

28.0 

9.70 

LAC  (Fig. 

9) 

Fig.  8 Fig.  9 


Edirne 

II 

Kuru§ 

Yarim 

A 

34 

40.0 

14.19 

LAC 

Kuru§ 

A 

34 

28.5 

9.45 

LAC 

(Fig.  10) 

Izmir 

Kuru§ 

B 

35 

37.0 

19.59 

LAC 

(Fig.  11) 

* The  letter  stands  in  a cartouche. 


Fig.  10 


Fig.  11 
24 

The  yarim  kuru§  from  Izmir  exist  , but  there  is  no  illustration 
available  for  proper  attribution. 
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All  these  coins  are  handstruck  and  were  minted  at  the  end  of  the  seven- 
teenth or  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Their  condition  can 
therefore  not  be  compared  with  modern  coins. 

More  than  one  die  of  each  of  the  coins  listed  above  was  used.  Several 
such  subtypes  are  in  the  writer's  collection.  The  research  is  however, 
not  advanced  enough  in  order  to  present  these  coins.  It  is  most  likely 
that  further  main  types  exist. 


FOOTNOTES: 

1 - For  particulars  of  such  coins,  see  the  coins  of  the  various  reigns 

in:  Nuri  Pere.  Osmanlilarda  Madeni  Paralar.  Istanbul  1968. 

2 - See:  Friedrich  v.  Schrotter.  Worterbuch  dev  Munzkunde.  Leipzig 

1930. 

3 - F.  W.  Hasluck.  "The  Levantine  Coinage".  Numismatic  Chronicle , 

5th  ser.  Vol.  1 pp. 39-91  (1921). 

4 - Nuri  Pere,  l.c.  No.  468  = Davenport  No.  314  = BMC  395. 

5 - John  S.  Davenport.  The  Dollars  of  Asia,  Africacnd  Oceania. 

Galesburg,  Illinois.  1969.  No.  315  = BMC  396. 

6 - Nuri  Pere,  l.c.  No.  469. 

7 - ibid.,  No.  470.  - Pere's  designation  geyrek  kurug  (1/4  kurug) 

appears  not  to  apply  to  this  coin.  The  zolta  as  shown  by  Daven- 
port has  a border  of  leaves  which  appear  also  on  this  coin. 

8 - Nuri  Pere,  l.c.  page  175. 

9 - Zonnebloem.  Catalogus  van  de  zilveren  munten  geslagen  door  de 

zeven  provincien.  Amsterdam  1976. 

10  - Nuri  Pere,  l.c.  Nos.  476  and  477. 

11  - ibid.,  page  33. 

12  - Stanley  Lane-Poole.  Catalogue  of  Oriental  Coins  in  the  British 

Museum.  Vol.  VIII.  "The  Coins  of  the  Turks  in  the  British  Museum". 
London  1883.  p.XLII.  (This  is  the  BMC  referred  to  above.) 

13  - New  Redhouse.  Turkish-English  Dictionary.  Istanbul  1968. 

14  - M.  Belin.  "Essais  sur  l'histoire  economique  de  la  Turquie". 

Journal  Asiatique,  6me  series.  Vol.  IV.  p.  353  (Oct. -Nov. 

1864) . 

15  - ibid.,  p.358. 

16  - See  also:  Samuel  Lachman.  "Ottoman  Overstrikes  on  European 

Crowns".  Oriental  Numismatic  Society  Newsletter  46.  December 
1976. 

17  - Stanley  Lane-Poole,  l.c.  No.  419. 

18  - ibid..  No.  418. 

19  - Artuk  No.  1723.  (For  Artuk,  see  under  abbreviations). 

20  - Anton  Kappelhoff.  "Emder  ' Silbergulden ' und  ' Lowentaler . 

Jahrbuch  1962  der  Gesellschaft  fur  bildende  Kunst  und  vaterlan- 
dische  Altertumer  zu  Emden. 
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ARMAVIR  RUBLES  - - 

coins  struck  out 
of  saucepans. 

by  Igor  V.  Vie tor ov,  Chelyabinsk , USSR,  NI  # 887 

ARMAVIR,  a small  town  in  South  Russia,  lies  north  of  the  Caucasus,  on 
the  railway  line  from  Rostov  to  Baku.  It  is  one  of  the  few  towns  that 
issued  its  own  coinage  during  the  first  years  after  the  Revolution  of 
1917  in  Russia. 

Such  transition  coins  between  the  tsarist  regime  and  the  formation  of 
the  USSR  in  1924  are  often  called  transition  money,  or  tokens,  as  they 
were  not  official  government  issues. 

"The  Armavir  Rubles",  as  they  are  often  called,  have  become  items  of 
great  interest  to  both  numismatists  and  historians.  For  years  it  was 
thought  that  the  1,  3 and  5 Ruble  pieces  of  Armavir  had  been  the  pro- 
duct of  the  White  Guards  administration.  In  1918  there  was  continuing 
fighting  in  that  area  between  the  Red  and  the  White,  and  the  town  pas- 
sed from  the  hands  of  one  to  the  other  combatants  several  times. 
Really,  it  was  a time  when  the  administration  in  the  North  Caucasus 
region  changed  so  often  and  quickly  that  people  getting  up  early  in 
the  morning  did  not  know  who  was  ruling  them. 

The  first  article  on  Russian  numismatics  devoted  to  the  Armavir  money 
appeared  in  1924  in  No.  4 and  6 of  SOVIET  PHILATELIST , a monthly  maga- 
zine for  Russian  stamp  collectors.  V.  Sokolov,  the  author  of  the 
article,  claimed  that  both  the  paper  notes  and  the  coins  had  been  the 
issues  of  the  White  Guards  local  administration.  It  was  perhaps  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  obverse  of  the  coins  showed  the  Kerensky  (Pro- 
visional Government)  eagle,  where  the  crowns,  sword  and  orb  were  omit- 
ted. Coins  with  the  Soviet  emblem  (hammer  and  sickle)  did  not  appear 
in  circulation  until  1924,  though  they  had  dates  of  1921,  1922  and 
1923. 

Sokolov  was  the  first  to  describe  varieties,  having  divided  all  coins 
into  two  issues,  the  first  being  a trial  or  pattern  issue,  not  numer- 
ous and  therefore  rare,  which  had  not  been  in  circulation,  and  the 
second,  regular  issue,  which  had  circulated  intensively  in  Armavir  and 
the  neighbouring  area. 

Only  in  1965  when  a teacher  of  a local  school,  Oleg  Verovenko,  by  mak- 
ing a thorough  research  of  old  documents,  proved  the  fact  that  the 
Armavir  Rubles  were  issued  by  the  Decree  of  the  Soviet  administration. 
The  result  of  his  investigation  was  published  in  No.  3 of  the  SOVIET 
COLLECTOR. 
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On  March  23,  1918,  the  financial  committee  of  the  local  Soviet  decided 
to  mint  copper  coins.  The  mint  was  organised  in  the  country  estate  of 
the  former  merchant  Baronov.  The  first  attempts  to  cast  the  coins 
were  unsuccessfull  and  they  then  decided  to  strike  them. 

The  dies  for  the  coins  were  made  by  a war  prisoner  Joseph  Sadler,  an 
Austrian  soldier  and  engraver  who  happened  to  be  in  Armavir  at  that 
time.  His  monogram  - J.3.  - can  been  seen  on  the  o bverse  in  two 
places:  under  the  right  claw  of  the  eagle  or  under  the  tail  feathers. 

Verovenko  also  divided  all  coins  into  two  issues,  but  he  mentioned 
some  varieties  of  dies  and  metal.  Unfortunately,  he  did  not  give  a 
full  system  of  varieties. 

The  later  investigations  made  by  the  author  of  this  article  made  it 
possible  to  distinguish  10  varieties  of  Armavir  Rubles. 


Denomi-  Var.  Dia. 


nation 

No. 

(mm) 

Metal 

Edge 

Planchet 

Monogram 

Issue 

1 

Ruble 

1 

28mm 

Copper 

Reeded 

Thin 

Under 

Claw 

Pattern 

1 

Ruble 

2 

28mm 

Copper 

Plain 

Thin 

Under 

Claw 

Pattern 

1 

Ruble 

3 

28mm 

Copper 

Plain 

Thick 

Under 

Claw 

Pattern 

1 

Ruble 

4 

26mm 

Copper 

Reeded 

Thin 

Under 

Tail 

Regular 

3 

Rubles 

5 

31mm 

Copper 

Reeded 

- 

Under 

Tail 

Pattern 

3 

Rubles 

6 

31mm 

Silver 

Reeded 

- 

Pattern 

3 

Rubles 

7 

28mm 

Copper 

Reeded 

- 

Under 

Tail 

Regular 

3 

Rubles 

8 

28mm 

Copper 

Reeded 

- 

Under 

Claw 

Regular 

5 

Rubles 

9 

31mm 

Copper 

- 

- 

Pattern 

5 

Rubles 

10 

31mm 

Aluminum 

- 

- 

Pattern 

There  are  4 varieties  of  the  1 Ruble  denomination,  three  of  them  being 
of  the  larger  diameter  (28mm)  and  belonging  to  the  first  trial  issue, 
and  one  smaller  size  (26mm),  the  regular  issue.  The  larger  coins  dif- 
fer in  edge  (reeded  and  plain)  and  in  the  thickness  of  the  planchet 
(thick  and  thin).  The  three  trial  issues  also  differ  from  the  regular 
issue  in  the  reverse  design.  The  trial  coins  have  a smaller  ornament, 
a kind  of  arabesque,  while  the  regular  issue  has  a larger  ornament 
representing  branches  with  leaves. 


Obverse 


Pattern 

Reverse 


Regular 

Reverse 
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• w# 


Monogram  Under  Claw 


Monogram  Under  Tail 


There  are  other  differences  in  the  reverse  design.  The  pattern  issue 
has  the  word  "year"  after  the  date  "1918",  while  the  regular  issue 
does  not  have  it.  Also,  the  pattern  issue  bears  the  word  "Exchange 
Token"  in  one  line  (over  the  figure  "1")  while  the  regular  issue  has 
these  words  written  in  two  lines.  All  of  the  pattern  issues  have  the 
engraver's  monogram  under  the  claw  of  the  eagle  while  on  the  regular 
issue  it  is  under  the  tail  feathers.  There  are  other  minor  differ- 
ences, but  they  are  of  less  importance. 

The  3 Rubles  denomination  has  two  pattern  issue  varieties,  one  in 
copper  and  one  in  silver,  both  of  the  larger  size  (31mm).  The  two 
varieties  of  the  regular  issue  (28mm)  concern  the  position  of  the 
engraver's  monogram  and  both  are  of  copper. 

The  5 Rubles  denomination  consists  of  two  pattern  varieties,  differing 
only  in  metal  - copper  and  aluminum. 

Among  Russian  collectors  there  has  been  a belief  that  some  coins  were 
struck  of  brass.  This  was  based  on  the  fact  that  the  shading  of  copper 
coins  vary.  The  following  could  explain  this:  due  to  the  shortage 

of  metal  necessary  for  minting,  they  used  all  copper  that  could  be 
found  in  the  neighbourhood  - huge  copper  tanks,  boilers,  fermenting 
vats,  tuns  and  coil-pipes  of  the  local  wine  distillery,  as  well  as 
other  metallic  objects  containing  copper,  such  as  kitchen  utensils, 
plates,  dishes,  saucepans,  etc.  All  these  items  were  utilized  to  be 
melted  down  to  provide  blanks. 

The  aluminum  5 Rubles  pieces  also  differ  in  shading.  Some  are  bright 
silver-like,  some  are  dark-grey,  almost  black.  This  also  made  some 
numismatists  come  to  a conclusion  that  there  were  about  40  varieties 
of  5 Rubles  coins  in  metal  content. 

A thorough  analysis  of  the  metal  content  proves  the  fact  that  though 
copper  and  aluminum  used  for  coins  are  not  chemically  pure,  they 
still  remain  to  be  these  metals. 

As  to  the  silver  3 Rubles  pieces,  they  are  known  in  not  more  than  10 
copies  and  are  believed  to  have  been  struck  as  specimen  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  members  of  the  local  authority. 

All  Armavir  Rubles  have  become  rare  now.  The  first  trial  issue  was 
not  at  all  numerous  at  the  beginning  of  its  existence,  the  second 

(Continued  on  page  336  ) 
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The  Coins  of  British 
• Ceylon  1801-1862 

by  Stuart  T.  Eisen , Bethesda , Maryland , HI  If  1255 


The  first  British  occupation  of  Ceylon  took  place  in  1782  and  was 
brought  about,  indirectly,  because  of  the  American  War  of  Independence. 
Up  to  1782  the  Dutch  allowed  the  British  East  India  Co.'s  navy  to  use 
the  port  of  Trincomalee  (on  the  northeast  coast  of  the  island)  as  it's 
base  during  the  monsoon  season.  In  that  year,  the  Dutch  joined  with 
France  as  an  ally  of  the  Americans  and  refused  the  British  entry  to 
Trincomalee.  As  a countermove  and  to  strengthen  their  lines  of  com- 
munications with  India,  the  British  occupied  the  port.  Later  in  the 
year  a French  fleet  was  able  to  expel  the  British  and  return  the  base 
to  the  Dutch. 


The  Dutch  had  a change  of  government  at  home,  from  a monarchy  to  a 
Republic,  but  stayed  in  power  on  the  island  until  1795.  In  this  year 
the  English  occupied  the  island,  with  the  tacit  approval  of  the  Stad- 
holder  (the  Dutch  Prince  of  Orange) . This  was  done  as  a defensive 
maneuver  by  the  English  because  the  Batavian  Republic  (the  government 
that  overthrew  the  Stadholder)  allied  with  France  in  her  wars  with 
England.  Along  with  Ceylon  the  British  captured  all  of  the  Dutch 
holdings  (except  for  Java,  until  about  15  years  later)  with  the  in- 
tention of  returning  them, when  the  Stadholder  returned  to  the  conti- 
nent . 


In  their  conquest  of  Ceylon,  the  British  again  captured  the  port  of 
Trincomalee . They  completed  taking  the  Dutch  possessions,  on  the 
island,  in  February  of  1796,  with  the  fall  of  Colombo,  the  capital. 
This  was  almost  a bloodless  battle,  as  the  British  were  able  to  buy 
the  loyalty  of  the  Swiss  mercenaries  who  had  been  serving  with  the 
Dutch. 


While  peace  talks  were  taking  place,  the  British  expected  to  return 
Ceylon  to  the  Dutch,  in  line  with  their  agreement  with  the  Stadholder. 
When  the  talks  broke  down,  Ceylon  was  made  a dependency  of  the  B.  E. 

I.  C.'s  Madras  Presidency.  In  1802,  with  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  the 
Dutch  formally  ceded  Ceylon  to  the  English.  This  was  done  at  the 
instigation  of  the  B.  E.  I.  C.,  who  looked  at  the  island  as  another 
territory  with  untapped  markets  for  itself.  The  company  made  one 
mistake;  they  did  not  consider  that  the  British  Crown  might  have  a 
plan  of  it's  own.  This  consisted  of  uniting  all  of  the  ex-Dutch  sea- 
coast  enclaves  into  one  large  single  entity  and  forming  the  first 
Crown  Colony. 


During  their  period  of  control  on  the  island,  the  Dutch  used  a mone- 
tary system  (from  1724)  consisting  of  Doits,  Stivers,  Fanams  and  the 
Rix  Dollar  (as  a denomination  of  account) . 
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4 Doits  = 1 Stiver 
4 Stivers  = 1 Fanam 
48  Stivers  = 12  Fanams 
12  Fanams  = 1 Rix  Dollar 


The  British  decided  that  the  system  was  too  popular  to  change  and 
adopted  it  for  their  own  use;  by  making  the  Indian  Fanam  equal  to 
the  old  Dutch  Fanam,  or  12  Fanams  to  the  Rix  Dollar  (until  March 
of  1825).  At  that  time  the  government  introduced  the  Sterling  System. 
This  was  accomplished  by  making  the  Rix  Dollar  equal  to  1 Shilling, 

6 Pence. 


Coinage 

The  coins  that  were  used  by  the  English  in  Ceylon  can  be  divided  into 
3 parts.  Those  struck  in  England,  those  struck  locally  and  emergency 
pieces.  Besides  the  denominations  that  were  struck,  there  is  a vast 
difference  of  sophistication  between  the  first  two  parts.  The  pieces 
coins  in  England  quite  refined;  those  coined  on  the  island  were  quite 
crude  (primitive)  (C22-24)  . 


1/192  Rupee  (C25) 
Struck  in  England 


1/12  Rupee  (C24) 
Struck  on  Island 


The  machine  struck  copper  pieces 
were  in  denominations  of  1/48, 

1/96  and  1/192  of  a Rupee  (C25-27) . 


I 


Except  for  their  size  and  denominations,  the  copper  pieces  that  were 
struck  in  Ceylon  are  of  the  same  pattern  as  the  machine  struck  copper 
pieces  of  England.  These  pieces  were  in  denominations  of  1/12,  1/24 
and  1/48  of  a Rupee  (or  Rix  Dollar)  (C22-25) . They  had  the  standard 
elephant  above  the  date  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  has  CEYLON 
GOVERNMENT  in  a beaded  circle.  These  dump  coppers  were  struck  from 
1801  to  1815. 

In  1815  coins  were  struck  in  denominations  of  2,  1 and  1/2  Stivers. 
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After  1825,  with  the  sterling  system,  the  colony  used  standard  English 
coins  of  1/4  and  1/2  Farthings. 

The  Stiver  denominations  of  1815  all  had  a bust  portrait  of  George 
III  circled  by  GEORGIUS  III  D:G:  BRITANNIARUM  REX  (George  III  by 
the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  Britain)  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  has 
the  word  CEYLON  at  the  top  with  the  denomination  immediately  below. 
Under  both,  an  elephant  standing  facing  left  above  the  date  below. 

The  copper  1/2  farthings  of  George  IV  was  of  the  British  Imperial  type 
with  the  king's  head  facing  left,  circled  by  GEORGIUS  IV  DEI  GRATIA 
(George  IV  by  the  Grace  of  God)  and  the  date  below  the  bust.  The  re- 
verse had  Britannia  seated  with  a rose,  between  a shamrock  and  a 
thistle,  with  the  legend  BRITANNIAR:REX  FID:DEF:  (King  of  Britian, 
Defender  of  the  Faith) . 


elephant,  standing 
CEYLON  and  ONE  RIX 


facing  left  within 
DOLLAR.  The  date  is 


There  was  only  one  true 
machine  struck  silver  coin 
for  this  period  (with  the  ex- 
ception of  a 1-1/2  Pence  to 
be  discussed  later) . It  was 
the  Rix  Dollar  of  George  IV 
(C38)  struck  in  1821.  On 
it's  obverse  the  coins  has  a 
laureated  bust  of  the  king, 
encircled  by  GEORGIUS  IV  D:G 
BRITTANIAR: REX  F:D:.  The 
reverse  has  the  standard 
an  oak  wreath,  over  which  is 
at  the  bottom. 


A similar  coin  was  struck  but  never  issued  during  the  reign  of  George 
III.  The  only  difference  was  the  portrait  and  the  date.  This  is 
considered  a pattern  pieces  and  was  reportedly  struck  only  in  Proof. 


The  only  regal  issues  of  William  IIII  was  the  1/2  farthing  of  1837 
and  a tiny  1-1/2  Pence  silver  piece  issued  from  1834-1837  (C40) . 
(This  piece  was  also  used  in  Jamaica  as  a substitute  for  the  1/4 
Real . ) 


Until  the  late  1860's  of  Victoria' s reign  the  copper  fractional  farth- 
ings and  the  1-1/2  Pence  silver  coins  were  used  in  the  colony. 


The  silver  coins  that  were  struck  on  the  island  were  of  similar  style 
to  the  coppers  of  the  same  period.  An  exception  was  that  they  were 
valued  in  Stivers  instead  of  Rupees.  They  were  struck  in  denom- 
inations of  96,  48  and24  Stivers  (C31,32,33)  equal  to  2,  1,  and 
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1-1/2  Pence 
Queen  Victoria 


48  Stivers 
(C32) 


1/2  Rix  Dollars. 

The  emergency  coins  consisted  of  a silver  fanam  (C34) , counterstamped 
Madras  Rupees  (C37.6)  and  1/4  Rupees  (C37.5),  a few  pieces  of 
"anchor"  money,  and  a 1/4  Pice  (C27.5)  of  copper. 

The  fanam  token  had  FANAM  in  a circular  legend  on  the  obverse  and 
TOKEN  on  the  reverse  in  a similar  manner.  Both  legends  are  formed 
around  a small  center  circle.  These  were  struck  in  the  island's  mint 
but  were  not  very  well  accepted  in  the  native  bazaars. 

The  imported  rupees  from  Madras  were  the  standard  rupee  with  a crown 
(for  the  Crown  Colony)  stamped  upon  them  in  incuse. 

The  "anchor"  pieces  consisted  of  a few  bags  of  the  1/16,  1/8  and  1/4 
Dollars  of  the  British  West  Indies  (Cl, 2, 3)  and  Mauritius  (C35,36,37) 
that  were  put  on  the  wrong  boat  in  England. 

The  1/4  Pice  had  been  attributed  to  Bengal  by  Atkins.  Pridmore  (and 
now  Craig  also)  feels  that  the  design  is  so  like  that  of  Ceylon's  island 
struck  copper  that  it  should b e considered  as  part  o f the  Ceylon  set. 
The  obverse  has  two  letters  CG  (which  could  very  likely  stand  for 
C[eylon]  Gf overnment] ) with  the  date  1813  below.  The  reverse  has 
PICE  with  the  1/4  between  the  I and  C.  This  coin  may  have  been  an 
attempt  to  tie  the  Ceylon  system  even  closer  to  that  of  India. 
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AN  HIS- 
TORIC 
COIN 

by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell, 

University  of  Nebraska-Lincoln 


C690 


To  savor  the  fullest  enjoyment  of  coins,  whether  working  with  them 
or  collecting,  one  needs  a good  knowledge  of  history.  This  is  par- 
ticularly true  of  the  coins  of  antiquity.  There  are  some  coins 
which,  either  because  of  the  time  when  they  were  struck,  or  the  cir- 
cumstances, or  because  of  some  detail,  are  of  supreme  historical  im- 
portance, an  importance  that  probably  went  unnoticed  at  the  time  of 
issue  and  use.  I do  not  mean  the  innumerable  "commemorative"  issues 
which  have  been  put  out  in  such  quantities  these  last  three  decades, 
for  these  are  medallic  in  nature  rather  than  monetary  or  just  ordi- 
nary daily  issues.  The  historically  significant  coins  may  not  even 
be  rare  or  valuable  but  they  do  bring  to  mind  many  historical  memor- 
ies . 

Such  a one  is  C690  which  was  pictured  in  the  January  1977  issue  of 
SEABY  COIN  AND  MEDAL  BULLETIN,  published  by  B.  A.  Seaby  Ltd.,  London. 
It  is  a singularly  fine  specimen  of  a 12  nummi  piece,  minted  in 
Alexandria  (Egypt)  in  the  reign  of  Heraclius,  610-641  A.D.  Sear 
lists  it  as  #856  and  the  Dumbarton  Oaks  cabinet  has  a single  specimen 
#192.  There  are  31  of  a similar  type,  but  where  there  is  no  crescent 
on  the  crown  (#191)  . I have  seen  and  handled  many  thousands  of 
Byzantine  coins,  particularly  bronze,  but  I have  never  had  the  good  . 
luck  to  see  one  of  these. 

As  money  goes,  it  is  not  expensive  - £50  (about  $86)  - and  at  first 
sight  it  is  a very  normal,  if  rather  unusually  good-looking  coin  for 
one  of  the  reign  of  Heraclius.  However, 
there  are  two  small  but  rather  unusual 
features.  The  bust  is  clean  shaven  (Her- 
aclius was  bearded) , and  the  cross  on  the 
crown  is  within  a crescent.  There  is  also 
a crescent  to  the  right.  There  is  nothing 
unusual  in  the  star,  as  this  appears  often 
on  Byzantine  bronze.  However,  on  this 
coin,  it  has  probably  a rather  different 
significance. 

So  what,  you  well  mak  ask? 


Eevaoluis  with  his  son 
Eevaoluis  Constantinus . 
626/29.  Gold  Solidus. 
(Note  Beard). 
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Well,  it  is  almost  certainly  a propaganda  piece  for  one  thing;  but 
its  great  interest  for  me  lies  in  the  fact  that  it  recalls  centuries 
of  memories,  of  fallen  dynasties,  of  famous  men,  long  since  dead, 
turned  to  dust,  and,  in  many  cases,  totally  forgotten.  It  is  a relic 
of  the  East-West  struggle. 

We  are  so  familiar  with  the  "cold  war",  of  our  struggle  with  Russia, 
that  most  of  us  forget  that  the  East-West  struggle  has  been  going  on 
intermittently  for  three  millenia.  It  is  only  in  our  own  life  times 
that  the  New  World  has  become  involved.  Many  nations,  many  empires 
and  dynasties  have  been  involved,  and  the  names  and  powers  have  chang- 
ed, but  the  struggle  has  gone  on.  In  the  time  of  Heraclius,  the 
struggle  was  between  Persia  (the  East)  and  the  Byzantine  Empire  (the 
West) . But  it  had  already  been  going  on  for  a thousand  years  even 
then.  The  Mediterranean,  then,  as  now,  was  a key  area  in  that  power 
struggle . 

For  a long  time  the  independent  Greek  cities,  whose  people  themselves, 
centuries  before,  had  come  from  the  East  as  conquerors,  had  held  the 
East  at  bay.  This  conjures  up  names  for  us  like  Darius,  Xerxes, 
Salamis,  Thermopalyae . Greece  and  the  Greek  states  in  Asia  Minor  had 
gradually  been  conquered.  Then  had  come  the  greatest  general  and 


Darius  Alexander  the  Great 

A Gold  Dario  Tetradraohm 

leader  of  all  time,  a man  who  had  envisioned  the  cooperation  of  West 
and  East,  a blending  of  their  cultures,  Alexander  the  Macedonian.  He 
had  swept  out  of  the  rugged  mountains  of  that  northeast  part  of  Greece 
which  is  still  Macedonia,  smashed  in  a brief  campaign  the  Empire  of 
Persia,  one  of  the  greatest  the  world  has  known,  and  swept  into  the 
plains  of  India.  Though  Alexander's  empire  and  his  dreams  perished 
with  him,  both  were  to  influence  the  course  of  history  for  more  than 
a thousand  years . 

On  the  world  scene,  the  Romans  re- 
placed Greeks,  but  the  great  eas- 
tern power  was  still  basically 
Persia,  though  then  it  was  known 
as  Parthia.  One  of  the  three 
Triumvars,  Crassus,  was  to  lead 
the  Roman  arms  to  death  and  a 
crushing  defeat  at  Parthian  hands 
at  Carrhae,  53  B.C.  But  still  the  struggle  continued  intermittently 
through  the  entire  history  of  the  mighty  Roman  Empire,  until  the 
Emperor  Valerian  I,  in  his  turn,  was  to  sustain  one  of  the  most 
shattering  defeats  in  Mesopotamia  (modern  Iraq)  in  Roman  history 
(260  A.D.).  The  Parthian  king  used  the  emperor  as  a block  to  mount 


Denarius  of  Crassus 
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An  Antonianianus  of  Valerian  I 


A Parthian  Coin 


his  horse  and  Valerian  died  in  captivity. 

The  Byzantine,  or  Eastern  empire,  replaced  the  Roman.  The  age-old 
struggle  continued  once  again  for  the  centers  of  power  were  extremely 

close  together.  Justinian  the  Great 
had  fought  long  and  costly  wars  on 
two  fronts.  Then,  in  610  A.D.,  Her- 
aclius  became  Emperor  of  Byzantium. 

The  first  12  years  of  his  reign  were 
a series  of  endless  military  defeats 
by  the  Persians  (now  the  Sasanian 
Empire) . They  conquered  Asia  Minor 
to  Chalcedon  (Kadilco)  facing  Con- 
stantinople across  the  Bosphorus. 

In  617  they  captured  Alexandria  and 
Egypt,  the  bread  basket  of  the  Empire. 
It  was  some  time  after  that,  that 
this  fascinating  bronze  coin,  en- 
shrining so  much  history,  must  have 
been  minted.  But  by  622  the  tide  of 
battle  had  turned.  In  6 years,  by  a 
series  of  brilliant  campaigns,  Her- 
aclius  destroyed  the  power  of  Chrosroes 
(Khushru)  and  his  vast  Empire.  The 
Persian  King  died,  whereupon  his  son 
and  successor  made  peace  with  the 
Byzantine  Empire. 

This  ended  one  phase  of  the  centuries- 
old  struggle.  Interestingly  enough, 
it  was  in  this  very  reign  of  Heraclius 
that  the  next  phase  began,  itself  to 
last  a thousand  years.  Mohammed  had 
launched  his  new  faith  and  in  634 
began  the  Islamic  conquest  of  Syria.  This  great  East-West  struggle 
was  to  reach  its  zenith  in  the  Ottoman  Empire  and  conquests  which 
were  to  carry  Islam  (East)  to  the  very  gates  of  Vienna  (West) . The 
crescent  and  the  star,  so  clear  on  this  little  coin,  were  to  assume 
a new  and  formidable  significance. 

Thus,  this  fascinating  little  coinconjures  up  many  pictures  and, 
though  the  names  and  cultures  are  different,  a pattern  of  history 
as  well  that  has  not  ended  yet. 

ADDENDA : 1)  I am  indebted  to  B.  A.  Seaby  Ltd.  of  London  for  per- 

mission to  use  the  photo.  In  particular  to  Frank  Purvey,  a Director 


Chrosroes  II 
(Khushru  II) 
590-628 
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of  Seaby's,  for  the  photo  and  other  medieval  coin  photos  for  a future 
article . 

2)  Sasanian  is  often  spelled  "Sassanian",  but  as  Gobi's  book  used 
the  former  spelling,  I have  retained  it. 


********************************************************************* 
PORTRAIT  GALLERY  OF  CLASSICAL  NUMISMATICS  - NO.  2 


by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell _,  University  of  Nebraska , Lincoln 


CLAUDIUS  AND  AGRIPPINA  JNR . 


kAf 


The  March  1977  issue  of  Seaby  Coin  & Medal 
Bulletin  showed  a superb  cistophorus  of  Claudius 
and  his  wife.  Thanks  to  Frank  Purvey  and  Seaby's 
I am  able  to  show  it  here.  It  has  quite  a lot 
of  history  attached  to  it. 


Cistophoric  Tetradrachms  (4  drachms)  received 
their  name  because  the  earlier  pieces  showed 
the  sacred  "cista",  or  chest  of  Dionysus,  usually 
with  two  snakes  coming  out  of,  or  else  around, 
the  cista.  These  were  its  guardians  for  they 
were  always  associated  with  the  cult  (one  of 
the  more  exotic)  of  Dionysus,  the  Greek  God  of 
wine.  Its  devotees  often  kept  a tame  snake  in 
their  houses  - e.g.  Olympias,  mother  of  Alexand 
the  Great.  Snake  handling  was  a part  of  the 
worship,  not  unlike  one  of  the  sects  in  our  own 
country.  These  tetradrachms  had  long  been  the 
normal  currency  of  the  province  of  Asia  (part  of 
the  central  eastern  Turkish  coast  line) . I think  they  were  minted 
mainly  at  Ephesus  and  Pergamum. 


i 
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During  the  last  year  of  World  War  II  we  lived  opposite  the  British 
Consul-General  who  specialized  in  them.  Every  Saturday  afternoon  he 
called  for  us  in  the  car  (a  real  treat  in  busy  Istanbul!)  to  drive 
over  to  the  Grand  Bazaar.  He,  to  look  for  the  tetradrachms,  my  wife, 
for  denarii,  and  myself,  for  Byzantine  Ae.  Compared  with  the  £750 
for  this  specimen,  in  these  days  they  were  plentiful  and  comparatively 
inexpensive.  (I  have  often  wondered  what  happened  to  his  collection.) 

At  least  40  types  of  reverses  are  known,  but  this  particular  piece 
shows  the  Artemisium  and  the  cult  statue  of  Diana.  The  temple  of 
Diana  at  Ephesus  (nothing  remains  but  a large  boulder  in  a pond)  was 
one  of  the  "Wonders"  of  the  classical  world.  It  was  the  little  silver 
replicas  of  this  statue,  made  by  the  silversmiths  of  Ephesus  for  tourists 
and  worshippers,  which  caused  St.  Paul  so  much  trouble.  ^ 

The  tetradrachms  was  one  of  the  provincial  currencies  that  imperial  ^ 
Rome  permitted  to  continue;  in  fact,  revived.  In  Roman  times  it  was 
worth  three  denarii. 


The  Emperor  Claudius  (41-54  A.D.)  had  married  Agrippina  (his  fourth 
wife)  in  49  A.D.  after  the  murder  of  his  third,  Messalina.  Agrippina 
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was  already  the  mother  of  Nero,  who  eventually  murdered  her.  Claudius 
was  her  uncle.  She  was  a very  ambitious  woman  who  received  the  title 
of  Augusta  and  made  Claudius  adopt  her  son  Nero.  She  is  portrayed  on 
many  coins. 

This  portrait  of  Claudius,  like  others  of  the  Eastern  Empire,  is 
considered  exaggeratedly  heavy.  Claudius  had  very  bad  health,  some 
form  of  paralysis,  and  by  many,  he  was  thought  to  be  half-witted. 
Actually,  he  was  a quite  able  man.  He  was  proclaimed  Emperor  by  the 
Praetorian  Guard  after  the  murder  of  his  nephew  Gaius.  He  was  him- 
self murdered  in  54  A.D.,  supposedly  through  Agrippina.  Robert  Graves 
tells  the  story  of  his  reign  in  two  fine  novels,  I CLAUDIUS  and 
CLAUDIUS  THE  GOD. 

So  this  one  silver  coin  represents  a lot  of  history. 

k ******************************************** ************************ 

EDITOR'S  CORNER 

Due  to  the  lack  of  a short  filler  article  to  fit  such  as  space  as 
this,  you  will  have  to  once  again  be  burdened  by  some  of  my  chatter. 

A subject  came  up  during  dinner  one  evening  with  several  NI  members 
attending  the  ANA  convention  in  Atlanta  in  August,  namely  myself, 

John  Hunter,  Jack  and  Ann  Lewis,  Alain  Nael  and  Bill  Spengler,  which 
could  use  some  input  from  the  membership  as  to  its  merits. 

Bill  Spengler  mentioned  that  the  International  Numismatic  Congress 
is  to  be  held  in  6 different  cities  in  Switzerland  during  1979.  Since 
Bill  had  participated  in  the  NI  study  tour  to  Russia  in  '73,  he  posed 
the  question  as  to  why  NI  could  not  sponsor  another  such  study  tour 
to  some  other  nation  or  nations  in  conjunction  with  the  INC  in  1979. 
This  idea  was  met  with  much  enthusiasm  with  the  dinner  group  and  it 
was  further  discussed  at  the  NI  meeting  in  Atlanta  the  next  day. 

Of  the  25  members  in  attendance  at  the  Atlanta  meeting,  9 indicated 
that  they  would  most  probably  participate  on  such  a venture. 

No  such  tour  has  been  formally  approved  by  the  board  but  its  merits 
are  being  explored.  Should  such  a tour  be  approved  by  the  NI  board, 
the  agenda  would  probably  include  about  10  days  for  the  INC,  then 
another  10-11  days  for  the  special  NI  portion  of  the  study  tour  (the 
country  or  countries  to  be  selected  later).  It  is  felt  that  alter- 
nate arrangements  could  be  made  for  those  who  might  want  to  attend 
the  INC  and  then  be  on  their  own  until  the  study  tour  was  scheduled 
to  return  to  the  USA,  but  still  getting  advantage  of  the  group  rates. 

North  American  NI  members  are  invited  to  write  to  the  board  with 
their  comments  on  such  an  undertaking,  pro  or  con.  Should  enough 
interest  become  apparent,  I feel  sure  the  board  would  act  favorably 
towards  organizing  such  a study  tour  in  conjunction  with  the  INC. 

Another  matter,  our  good  supply  of  articles  is  dwindling  faster  than 
replacements  are  coming  in.  Many  of  you  have  promised  to  write  for 
the  bulletin,  so  if  you  have  not  started  on  your  article,  please  give 
it  some  immediate  thought.  We  urgently  need  your  article! 
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IDENTIFICATION,  Please? 


Response  from  June  1977  ID,  Please? 

The  piece  illustrated  is  a concoction,  a purported  Aztec  (native 
Mexican)  coin.  They  apparently  date  from  the  'twenties  or  'thirties 
and  were  produced  in  large  numbers  (as  compared  with  the  rare  con- 
coctions dated  1401  and  1521  and  the  triangular  pieces  of  the  early 
1700's).  There  are  a number  of  types,  some  of  which  are  illustrated 
in  Dr.  Pradeau's  1938  standard  reference  on  Mexican  coinage. 

Paul  Bosco 
New  York,  N.  Y. 


Response  from  July  1977  IP3  Please? 

The  DEVINS  & BOLTON  counterstamp  was  applied  by  those  merchants  to 
many  different  tokens  — and  US  cents  — then  circulating  in  Canada. 
Robert  Black  told  me  he  knew  of  about  25  different  base  coins  to  which 
this  stamp  had  been  applied. 


Paul  Bosco 
New  York,  N.  Y. 


Above  is  an  enlarged  photo  of  a silver  piece  measuring  23.25  x 22.25mm 
and  it  is  2.45mm  thick.  The  piece  belongs  to  Igor  V.  Victorov  of 
Chelyabinsk,  USSR.  Any  information  as  to  its  identification  would 
be  appreciated. 

All  NI  members  are  invited  to  submit  material  for  publication  on  this 
page.  A high  percentage  of  material  is  positively  identified. 
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NEW  ISSUES  WITH  ASSIGNED  YEOMAN  NUMBERS 


(The  catalog  numbers  assigned  to  new  issue  listings  published  here  are 
supplied  by  special  arrangement  with  CURRENT  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD,  pub- 
lished and  copyrighted  by  Western  Publishing  Co.,  Inc.,  Whitman  Coin 
Products,  Racine,  Wise.,  USA.  No  further  use  of  these  numbers  in  any 
other  publications  is  authorized. 

* Collectors'  Coins 


ANGOLA  (People's  Republic) 

Y35  10  Kwanzas  1975,  Cupro-Nickel  (27.5mm) 

ARGENTINA 

Y44  20  Pesos  1977,  Copper-Aluminum-Nickel  (22mm)  (12-sided  planch.) 

Y45  50  Pesos  1977,  Copper-Aluminum-Nickel  (23.5mm)  (12-sided  pi.) 

Y46  100  Pesos  1977,  Copper-Aluminum-Nickel  (25mm)  (12-sided  pi.) 

*Y47  1000  Pesos  1977,  .900  Silver  (28mm) 

*Y48  2000  Pesos  1977,  .900  Silver  (33mm) 

*Y49  3000  Pesos  1977,  .900  Silver  (38mm) 

(Y44-49:  World  Soccer  Championship  1978) 

AUSTRIA 

*Y151  100  Schilling  1977,  .640  Silver  (36mm) 

500th  Anniversary  of  Mint  at  Hall 

CANADA 

*Y104  100  Dollars  1977,  .916  Gold  (27mm),  Queen's  Silver  Jubilee 

CAYMAN  ISLANDS 


*Y16 

25 

Dollars 

1977, 

.925 

Silver 

, Mary  I (45mm) 

*Y17 

25 

Dollars 

1977, 

.925 

Silver 

, Elizabeth  I (45mm) 

*Y18 

25 

Dollars 

1977, 

.925 

Silver 

, Mary  II  (45mm) 

*Y19 

25 

Dollars 

1977, 

.925 

Silver 

, Anne  (45mm) 

*Y20 

25 

Dollars 

1977, 

.925 

Silver 

, Victoria  (45mm) 

*Y21 

50 

Dollars 

1977, 

.900 

Gold, 

Mary  I (27mm) 

*Y22 

50 

Dollars 

1977, 

.900 

Gold, 

Elizabeth  I (27mm) 

*Y23 

50 

Dollars 

1977, 

.900 

Gold, 

Mary  II  (27mm) 

*Y24 

50 

Dollars 

1977, 

.900 

Gold, 

Anne  (27mm) 

*Y25 

50 

Dollars 

1977, 

.900 

Gold, 

Victoria  (27mm) 

(Y16-25:  Sovereign  Queens) 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

Y89  5 Haleru  1977,  Aluminum  (16.2mm) 

EGYPT 

Y163  10  Ghirsh  1976,  Cupro-Nickel  (26.9mm), 

Reopening  of  Suez  Canal 

FALKLAND  ISLANDS 

Y10  50  Pence  1977,  Cupro-Nickel  (38.6mm),  Queen's  Silver  Jubilee 

*Y10a  50  Pence  1977,  .925  Silver  (38.6mm),  Queen's  Silver  Jubilee 

GAMBIA,  THE 

*Y16  20  Dalasis  1977,  .900  Silver  (38.6mm),  Conservation  Series 

*Y17  50  Dalasis  1977,  .900  Silver  (38.6mm),  Conservation  Series 

*Y18  500  Dalasis  1977,  Gold  (34mm),  Conservation  Series 

ISRAEL 

*Y82  25  Pounds  1977,  .900  Silver  (37mm),  Pidyon  Haben  1977 
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JORDAN 

*Y21  25  Dinars  1977,  .916  Gold  (28mm),  25th  Anniversary  of  Reign 

*Y22  2-1/2  Dinars  1977,  .900  Silver  (38.6mm),  Conservation  Series 

*Y23  5 Dinars  1977,  .900  Silver  (38.6ram),  Conservation  Series 

*Y24  50  Dinars  1977,  Gold  (34mm),  Conservation  Series 

MALAYSIA 

Y20  1 Ringgit  1977,  Cupro-Nickel  (33.3mm),  9th  SE  Asia  Games 

*Y21  25  Ringgit  1977,  .925  Silver  (42mm),  9th  SE  Asia  Games 

*Y22  200  Ringgit  1977,  . 900  Gold  (25.2mm),  9th  SE  Asia  Games 

(Note:  Y22  has  been  renumbered,  previously  reported  as  Y20) 

NEPAL 

Y125  10  Paisa  2033  (1976),  Brass  (18.4mm),  5th  F.A.O.  Coinage 

OMAN 

*Y6  2-1/2  Rials  AH  1397  (1977),  .900  Silver,  (38.6mm) 

*Y7  5 Rials  AH  1397  (1977),  .900  Silver  (42mm) 

*Y8  75  Rials  AH  1397  (1977),  Gold,  (34mm) 

(Y6-8:  Conservation  Series) 

POLAND 

*Y88  100  Zlotych  1977,  .625  Silver  (32mm),  Henryk  Sienkiewics 

*Y89  100  Zlotych  1977,  .625  Silver  (32mm),  Wladyslaw  Reymont 

EL  SALVADOR 

*Y35  25  Colones  1977,  .900  Silver  (37mm) 

*Y36  250  Colones  1977,  .916  Gold  (28.4mm) 

(Y35-36:  18th  Annual  Governors'  Assembly) 

SOMALIA 

Yll  5 Senti  1976,  Aluminum  (19mm),  Second  F.A.O.  Coinage 
Y12  10  Senti  1976,  Aluminum  (22.5mm),  Second  F.A.O.  Coinage 

(Yll-12:  12-sided  planchet) 

Y13  50  Senti  1976,  Cupro-Nickel  (21mm),  Second  F.A.O.  Coinage 

Y14  1 Shilin  1976,  Cupro-Nickel  (25.5mm),  Second  F.A.O.  Coinage 

SURINAM 

Y2a  1 Cent  1974-77,  Aluminum 
THAILAND 

Y112  1 Baht  1977,  Cupro-Nickel  (27mm),  Graduation  of  Princess 

Y113  10  Baht  1977,  Nickel  (32mm),  Graduation  of  Princess 

*Y114  150  Baht  1977,  .925  Silver  (35mm),  Graduation  of  Princess 

Y115  10  Baht  1977,  Nickel  (32mm),  Wedding  of  Crown  Prince 

*Y116  150  Baht  1977,  .925  Silver  (35mm),  Wedding  of  Crown  Prince 

*Y117  2500  Baht  1977,  .900  Gold,  Wedding  of  Crown  Prince 

TURKEY 

Y128  5 Kuru§  1976,  Aluminum  (17mm),  F.A.O.  Coinage 

Y129  10  Kuru§  1976,  Aluminum  (21.1mm),  F.A.O.  Coinage 

WESTERN  SAMOA 

Y26  1 Tala  1977,  Cupro-Nickel  (38mm),  50th  Anniv . Lindberg  Flight 

*Y26a  1 Tala  1977,  .925  Silver  (38mm),  50th  Anniv.  Lindberg  Flight 

*Y27  100  Tala  1977,  .9167  Gold  (28.5mm),  50th  Anniv.  Lindberg  Flight 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION  (Continued  from  last  month): 


(Only  coins  grading  Fine  or  better  are  being  listed  in  this  continuing 
inventory  of  the  NI  Reference  Collection.  Members  are  invited  to  do- 
nate any  issues  not  listed.  Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the 
collection  for  research  purposes,  lecture  use , non-competitive  dis- 
plays, or  any  other  reason,  may  do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance 
both  ways. ) 

(Note:  The  best  specimen  of  each  issue  and  variety  received  is  retain 

ed  for  the  collection,  while  duplicates  will  be  sold  or  put  to  other 
uses  to  offset  the  expenses  of  maintaining  the  collection.) 

TRINIDAD  & TOBAGO:  Y1  - 1966,  1967,  1968,  1970;  Y2  - 1966,  1967; 

Y3  - 1966;  Y4  - 1966;  Y5  - 1966;  Y7  - 1969. 

TUNISIA:  Y28  - 1911A;  Y34  - 1918(a);  Y34a  - 1920(a);  Y36  - 1920(a); 

Y37  - 1941(a),  1945(a);  Y38  - 1941(a);  Y39  - 1921(a);  Y47  - 
1931(a);  Y58  - 1942(a);  Y63  - 1954;  Y67  - 1960;  Y68  - 1960:  Y69  - 
1960;  Y70  - 1960;  Y71  - 1960;  Y72  - 1960;  Y74  - 1968(a). 

TURKEY:  Y5  - 1277/4;  Y32  - 1293/20;  Y33  - 1293/11;  Y43  - 1327/3, 

1327/5;  Y44  - 1327/5,  1327/6;  Y44a  - 1327/7;  Y45  - 1327/3,  1327/6 
Y46  - 1327/4;  Y49  - 1327/4;  Y69a  - 1926;  Y70  - 1340;  Y70a  - 1926; 
Y71a  - 1928;  Y87  - 1936;  Y88  - 1942;  Y93  - 1948,  1949;  Y94  - 1948 
Y95  - 1949;  Y96  - 1951,  1956;  Y97  - 1948,  1955,  1956;  Y98  - 1947; 
Y99  - 1947;  Ylll  - 1958,  1961,  1963,  1964,  1965,  1968;  Y112  - 
1960,  1962,  1966,  1967;  Y113  - 1959,  1961,  1962,  1963,  1964,  1965 
YA113  - 1971;  Y114  - 1960,  1966;  Y115  - 1962;  Y115a  - 1970;  Y116 
1960;  Y117  - 1963;  Y117a  - 1965,  1966,  1967,  1970;  YA118  - 1971. 

TUVALU:  Y1  - 1966. 

UGANDA:  Y1  - 1966;  Y2  - 1968;  Y4  _ 1966;  Y5  - 1968. 

UNITED  ARAB  EMIRATES:  Y1  - 1973;  Y5  - 1973. 

U.S.A.:  Y5a  - 1943,  1943D;  Y20a  - 1970S;  Y47  - 1921D;  Civil  War 

Token  - HG  #887;  Expo  70  Medal. 

URUGUAY:  Y15  - 1909A;  Y16  - 1901A,  1924,  1936;  Y16a  - 1946So;  Y17  - 

1941So;  Y17a  - 1951So;  Y25  - 1942So;  Y28  - 1953;  Y29  - 1953; 

Y30  - 1953;  Y31  - 1953;  Y33  - 1960;  Y34  - 1960;  Y35  - 1960; 

Y36  - 1960;  Y38  - 1960;  Y40  - 1965So;  Y41  - 1965;  Y42  - 1965So; 

Y43  - 1965So ; Y45  - 1968So;  Y46  - 1968;  Y47  - 1968So;  Y49  - 

1969So;  Y54  - 1971So. 

VATICAN  CITY:  Y33  - 1942;  Y34  - 1942;  Y35  - 1942;  Y36  - 1942;  Y49  - 
1952,  1953;  Y50  - 1952,  1953;  Y51  - 1951,  1953;  Y52  - 1953; 

Y55  - 1955,  1958;  Y73  - 1962. 

VENEZUELA:  Y20  - 1946,  1948;Y21a  - 1945;  Y22  - 1935;  Y23  - 1936; 

Y23a  - 1945;  Y27  - 1938;  Y29a  - 1948;  Y30a  - 1945,  1948;  Y35  - 

1954;  Y35a  - 1960;  Y36  - 1954;  Y36a  - 1960;  Y37  - 1954;  Y37a  - 

1960;  YA37  - 1960;  Y38a  - 1964;  Y39  - 1958;  Y40  - 1965;  Y41  - 

1965;  Y4a  - 1967;  Y43  - 1967. 

VIETNAM: 

North:  Y6  - 1958; 

South:  Y1  - 1953;  Y2  - 1953;  Y3  - 1953;  Y4  - 1960;  Y5  _ 1960:  Y6  - 
1963;  Y7  - 1964;  Y7a  - 1971;  Y8  - 1966;  Y8a  - 1971;  Y9  - 
1964;  Y9a  - 1970;  Y10  - 1968;  Yll  - 1968;  Y12  - 1971:  Y13  - 
1974. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

THE  AUSTRALIAN  COIN  CATALOGUE 3 by  John  Gartner.  80pp,  5-1/2"  x 
8-1/2",  glossy  paper,  stiff  paper  cover.  Publisher:  The  Hawthorn 

Press,  601  Little  Bourke  Street,  Melbourne  3000,  Australia.  $4.00 
Australian  postpaid  via  surface  mail. 

The  eighth  edition  of  THE  AUSTRALIAN  COIN  CATALOGUE  which  covers  the 
complete  coinage  of  Australia,  New  Zealand,  New  Guinea,  German  New 
Guinea  and  Fiji,  plus  the  tokens  of  New  Zealand  and  Australia,  is  now 
available.  Well  known  Australian  numismatist  and  coin  dealer  Ray 
Jewell  assisted  with  the  valuations.  The  last  edition  (seventh)  was 
issued  in  February  1975. 

The  coinage  of  Australia,  including  the  gold  coinage  starting  with 
the  1852  issue,  as  well  as  that  of  New  Zealand,  Fiji,  German  New 
Guinea  and  New  Guinea  are  listed  under  the  country  of  issue  by  denomi- 
nation with  a separate  entry  for  each  date  and  mint  mark.  The  mintage 
figures  and  valuation  in  Australian  currency  for  4 conditions  (Fine 
through  Unc.)  are  given  for  each  date  and  mint  mark  except  for  Aus- 
tralia's gold  coins  which  are  valued  in  VF  and  EF.  A photo  is  given 
for  each  type  coin.  Separate  sections  list  and  evaluate  proof  coins 
by  denomination  for  Australia  and  proof  sets  for  Australia,  New  Zeal- 
and and  Fiji.  Evaluations  for  Australian  and  New  Zealand  tokens  are 
given  for  the  single  grade  of  Fine  to  Very  Fine.  Tokens  used  in 
Australian  and  New  Zealand  prisoner-of-war  camps  and  civilian  intern- 
ment camps  during  World  War  II  are  valued  for  VF  to  EF  condition  and 
Unc . 

The  coinage  of  Papua-New  Guinea  is  not  included  but  hopefully  it  will 
be  listed  in  the  next  edition,  along  with  that  for  Tuvalu  and  Solomon 
Islands . 

Valuations,  especially  for  early  Australian  coins  from  the  half  penny 
through  the  florin  in  EF  and  UNC  condition  are  noticeable  higher  than 
in  the  previous  edition.  Still,  even  at  the  prices  listed,  many  of 
the  early  Australian  coins  in  UNC  condition  would  bring  higher  than 
catalogue  prices  when  sold  at  auction  as  they  are  very  scarce  in  this 
condition. 

A 19-page  introductory  section  on  Australian  coinage  covers  pre- 
Commonwealth  coinage,  mint  marks,  coin  designers,  metallic  composition, 
the  holey  dollar  and  dump,  and  patterns,  including  Mark  Freehill's 
listing  of  the  1919-1921  square  nickel  penny  and  half-penny  patterns. 
Unfortunately,  the  patterns  are  not  valued. 

Except  for  the  Krause-Mishler  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF  WORLD  COINS } this 
Australian  catalogue  is  the  only  one  to  list  and  evaluate  the  coins 
of  New  Zealand,  Fiji,  German  New  Guinea  and  New  Guinea.  This  work 
should  be  of  value  to  collectors  and  dealers  interested  in  these  series. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick. 
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MONETE  ITALIANE  1977 , by  Gino  Frisione.  164pp,  5"  x 8",  glossy  paper, 
hard  bound.  Available  from  Regency  Coin  and  Stamp  Western  Ltd.,  228 
Notre  Dame  Ave.,  Winnipeg,  Canada.  $9.50,  plus  .85c  postage. 

This  reference  catalogues  the  coinage  of  Italy  by  date  from  1816  to 
present,  as  well  as  the  Papal  State  from  1866  on,  the  Vatican,  The 
Republic  of  San  Marino  and  the  1950  coinage  of  Somalia. 

A photo  is  given  for  each  type  coin.  The  various  dates  are  listed 
below  each  type  coin.  The  metal  (including  fineness  for  silver  and 
gold  coins),  weight,  degree  of  rarity  and  one  valuation  in  Italian 
lira  are  listed  for  each  date  coin.  Mintage  figures  are  not  given. 
Although  the  book  is  in  Italian  text,  there  are  are  only  5 pages  of 
introductory  text  and  there  is  no  difficulty  in  using  the  catalogue. 
Valuations  reflect  the  European  coin  market. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick. 


ISLENZKAE  MYNTIR , by  Finnur  Kolbeinsson.  52pp,  5"  x 8"  glossy  paper, 
stiff  paper  cover.  Available  for  $4.00  airmail  postpaid  from  the 
firm  of  Atom,  P.  0.  Box  123,  Reykjavik,  Iceland. 

Written  entirely  in  Icelandic  with  valuations  in  kronur,  this  reference 
is  the  recognized  standard  catalogue  for  the  valuation  of  coins,  tokens 
and  banknotes  of  Iceland. 

Half  of  the  catalogue  is  devoted  to  banknotes  starting  with  the  first 
banknote  issued  in  1777.  A photo  of  the  obverse  of  each  type  note  is 
given  as  well  as  the  s ize  in  cm,  the  color  and  a single  valuation. 

Six  pages  are  devoted  to  the  country's  tokens,  the  first  of  which  was 
issued  in  1846.  The  size  in  mm,  the  metal  and  a photo  of  both  sides 
are  given  for  each  token  as  well  as  a single  valuation. 

The  country's  coinage,  first  issued  in  1922,  is  catalogued  by  date 
and  mint  mark  with  valuations  in  4 conditions.  A good  photo  of  both 
sides  of  each  type  coin  is  given  as  well  as  the  metal,  weight,  size 
in  mm,  and  the  mint  that  struck  the  coin.  Die  varieties  are  listed 
and  sketches  are  included  to  show  some  of  them.  I personally  collect 
Iceland  coins  by  date  and  I can  verify  that  many  of  the  coins  issued 
between  1922  and  1940  are  rare  in  UNC;  I have  been  looking  for  5 dates 
in  UNC  for  the  past  decade. 

Two  pages  are  devoted  to  medals.  The  author  classifies  the  1930 
issues  as  medals  rather  than  coins. 

Atom  is  one  of  the  country's  leading  dealers  in  Iceland  coins,  stamps 
and  banknotes.  The  1977  set  of  4 coins  (1,  5,  10  and  50  kronur)  is 
available  from  the  firm  at  $2.25  surface  mail  or  $3.25  air  mail. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick. 


335 


MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

LCdr  C.  C.  Andrews,  USN(Ret)  , 8516  Bluebonnet  Rd. , Dallas , TX  75209: 

In  comparing  the  green  soft  cover  book  LAS  MONEDAS  ESPANOLAS  DESDE  LOS 
REYES  CATOLICOS  AL  ESTADO  ESPANOL  1474-1976 , by  C.  Castan  - J.  R. 
Cayon,  Edicion  1976  (Deposito  Legal:  M.  25.158  - 1975)  against  the 
black  and  gold  hard  cover  book  LAS  MONEDAS  ESPANOLAS  DESDE  LOS  REYES 
CATOLICOS  & JUAN  CARLOS  I (1474-1977) , by  Juan  Cayon  - Carlos  Castan 
(Depositio  Legal:  M.  24.294  - 1976),  I made  the  discovery  that  the 
green  soft  cover  edition  is  useless.  It  contains  much  less  information 
and  a useless  series  of  reference  numbers.  I strongly  recommend 
against  the  purchase  of  the  soft  green  cover  edition.  If  you  want 
further  information,  please  write  and  enclose  SASE. 

Paul  Bosco,  540  East  5th  St.,  New  York,  N.  Y.  10009:  WANTED:  Mexican 

coins  (or  tokens)  of  the  Revolution  (1810-22)  excluding  Mexico  City 
mint.  Also  counterfeits.  I especially  want  minor  coins  of  the  stand- 
ard (or  slightly  variant)  Royalist  type.  I expect  I can  pay  over 
Spanish  catalog  prices  (Castan-Cayon/Vicenti)  for  wanted  pieces.  I 
will  be  glad  to  correspond  with  other  collectors  and  solicit  any 
information  not  in  Utberg. 

OCTOBER  N I EDUCATIONAL  FORUM:  The  October  meeting  of  the  monthly 
NI  EDUCATIONAL  FORUMS  in  Dallas  will  be  the  annual  auction  which  is  held 
in  conjunction  with  the  fall/winter  mail  bid  auction  each  year.  This 
is  to  enable  the  sellers  to  have  a better  chance  in  selling  their 
materials.  In  the  past  many  lots  have  been  sold  during  the  floor  auc- 
tion. The  meeting  will  be  at  7:30  PM,  Wednesday,  October  19,  1977  in 
the  Community  Room  on  the  east  side  of  the  Republic  Savings  Building 
at  6300  E.  Mockingbird  Lane  (just  west  of  Abrams  Road).  Guests  are 
always  welcome! 


********************************************************************** 


THE  CHANGES  OF  OTTOMAN  SILVER  COINAGE  (Contined  from  page  317): 

21  - Nuri  Pere,  l.c.  p.185. 

22  - Samuel  Lachman.  "The  Initial  Letters  on  Ottoman  Coins  of  the 

Eighteenth  Century".  Museum  Notes  19  (1974) , ff>. 199-224.  American 
Numismatic  Society. 

23  - All  sketches  are  of  course  only  approximately  correct. 

24  - Ismail  Galip.  Takoim-i  Meskukat-i  Osmaniye.  Istanbul  1307 

(1890).  No.  600.  28mm.  9.42  g. 

********************************************************************** 


ARMAVIR  RUBLES  (Continued  from  page  320) : 

regular  issue,  though  reported  to  have  been  struck  of  about  60,000 
Rubles  woth,  was  never  officially  called  in  and  probably  most  of  the 
coins  were  melted  down  in  later  years  because  of  the  shortage  of 
non-ferrous  metals  after  the  Civil  War. 

********************************************************************** 
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